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Volume 20, Number 1 dialects are spoken. Third, another aspect which is very rarely studied is the repair of mistakes that a speaker makes while speaking: the type of repair usually gives much more information than the plain correct sentence, as we can guess from the paper by U. Schade and U. Laubenstein. Some other topics are well known, such as the problem of evaluating word length, or the systems for phoneme-to-grapheme conversion, or the probabilistic scaling of texts, but the contributions in this book succeed in adding still a little bit more, especially when dealing with an extinct language. A couple of papers are nearly entirely devoted to statistical tables, a subject I judge not that fascinating, but which still has its fans.
Unlike other conference proceedings, which are usually devoted to the specialists of the field, this volume can be understood also by researchers in neighboring disciplines: the main lectures, perhaps except one, deal with very general topics, and the mathematical tools are really easy, even from the point of view of a nonmathematician: the question of minimization in synergetic linguistics, for instance, should deserve a treatment--and this could be a fruitful idea for young researchers--through more refined techniques, even borrowed from CL. The most difficult differential equation is of the first order with constant coefficients, so solutions are straightforward, even for linguists.
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